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INTRODUCTION 

On Saturday, 16 October 2010, at the Pechnik Cemetery of St. Adalbert Parish in Jaworzno 
(near Katowice), we attended the funeral of Professor Zofia MICHALSKA, renowned biolo-
gist, zoologist, parasitologist, entomologist, dipterologist, and eminent specialist in leaf 
miners and their dipteran parasites. She held a professorship at Adam Mickiewicz Univer-
sity (AMU) in Poznań, and was head of its Department of Systematic Zoology in the Fac-
ulty of Biology.  

Zofia Janina MICHALSKA was born on 10 April 1942 in Dąbrowa Górnicza-
Strzemieszyce. She went to primary and secondary school in Jaworzno, passing her final 
exams in 1959. In the same year, she entered the AMU Faculty of Biology and Earth Sci-
ences. She graduated in June 1964, obtaining a master’s degree in zoology for her thesis 
entitled “Leaf-miners of the ground layer of alder forests near Poznań”. Professor Maria 
BEIGER, in an assessment of her scientific work, wrote: Zofia MICHALSKA was a prominent 

student. She wrote a very good master’s thesis about leaf miners, which has been pub-

lished. Interesting results of her research were based on a large corpus of data, and are 

still valuable. The thesis itself may be a paragon of work of this kind. 
After graduating, Zofia MICHALSKA taught biology and chemistry for one year at a pri-

vate grammar school in Pobiedziska near Poznań. She then worked for a further year at the 
Municipal Sanitary and Epidemiological Station in Jaworzno, where she was head of the 
Occupational Health Unit.  
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Professor Zofia MICHALSKA (1942-2010). 

On 1 October 1966 she was employed as an assistant at the Department of Systematic 
Zoology at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań. From that point onwards, her life was 
inextricably linked with that Department and with the university’s Faculty of Biology.  

Zofia MICHALSKA received a PhD in zoology in June 1974, for her thesis entitled 
“Leaf-miners of the Białowieża National Park”. Her PhD thesis gained the distinction of 
receiving an individual tertiary award from the Minister of Science, Higher Education and 
Technology. Her postdoctoral qualification, “habilitation”, was initiated in December 1986, 
her thesis being entitled “Research on leaf miners in the Świętokrzyskie Mountains”. Her 
habilitation colloquium took place in May 1987, following which she was awarded the 
postdoctoral degree (dr hab.) in biology. 

Her habilitation thesis received very positive reviews from all three reviewers. She was 
also honoured with an individual tertiary award from the Minister of National Education in 
1990. After the decision of the AMU Faculty of Biology had been formally approved by the 
Central Committee for Scientific Degrees and Titles in Warsaw, Zofia Michalska held the 
posts of “docent” (assistant professor) from 1989 to 1992, and associate professor after 
1992. 

In total, her scientific output includes 78 publications (three of them monographic), as 
well as many oral presentations and short notes during various meetings, symposia, and 
conferences of scientific societies, both in Poland and abroad. 
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Her achievements were appreciated and honoured in the form of several awards from 
the Vice-Chancellor, for achievements in the field of scientific research, organization, and 
teaching. 

She was an active member of several scientific societies: the Polish Zoological Society, 
the Biological Committee of the Poznań Society for the Advancement of the Arts and Sci-
ences, the Polish Entomological Society and its Dipterology Section, and the Polish Parasi-
tological Society. As a long-standing member of the Polish Entomological Society, she also 
served on the Arbitration Committee and the Audit Committee. 

For many years she edited the journal Badania Fizjograficzne nad Polską Zachodnią 
(Zoology series), published by the Poznań Society for the Advancement of the Arts and 
Sciences.  

During her time at the AMU Department of Systematic Zoology, she initially ran labo-
ratory classes and field trips in zoology and ecology, as well as various specialized labora-
tory classes. Later she also gave lectures in ecology and parasitology, monographic lec-
tures, and led proseminars and graduate seminars. Additionally, she conducted examina-
tions in biology at the Faculty of Social Science and Pedagogy, and many times was a 
member of the Recruitment Committee that examined candidates for the undergraduate 
course at the AMU Faculty of Biology. As an academic, she was demanding, but well-liked 
by both students and colleagues.  

During her long academic career she supervised five doctoral students in the field of 
entomology. Her teaching activity also included supervising 56 master’s students, and re-
viewing 138 master’s theses and 19 bachelor’s theses. Moreover she reviewed six PhD 
theses, nine books, and several research projects for the State Committee for Scientific 
Research (KBN) in Warsaw. 

She participated in large research projects, e.g. interdisciplinary studies of forest is-
lands in the agricultural landscape (presented in the book Ecology of Forest Islands, edited 
by Professor Józef BANASZAK), the interdisciplinary project MRII.3 “Fauna of South Po-
land”, complex investigations in the Świętokrzyskie Mountains, and interdisciplinary pro-
ject CPBP04 “Animal Diversity of Poland – Fauna of Roztocze”. 

In 2006-2007 she was the head of the AMU Department of Systematic Zoology. De-
spite retiring in 2009, she continued her research on the distribution, biology, and ecology 
of leaf miners and gall-inducing arthropods, as well as parasitic dipterans in larvae of min-
ing dipterans. Her investigations in recent years resulted in a manuscript (co-authored by 
her) about the influence of solar radiation intensity on parenchyma development in leaves 
of elder Sambucus nigra and development of the leaf miner Liriomyza amoena (submitted 
to the Journal of Pest Science in 2009).  

On 14 October 2009, Professor Zofia MICHALSKA celebrated 45 years of her work at 
the University. Throughout her time here, she actively participated in coordination of the 
work of the Faculty and University, as a member of the Scientific Board of the Institute of 
Biology and of the Council of the Faculty of Biology and its various committees.  
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She died suddenly on 12 October 2010 in Poznań, aged only 68. Many of us had very 
recently talked to Professor Michalska during the last General Meeting of the Polish Ento-
mological Society, in Huta Szklana, only three weeks before her death. 

We pay our last tributes to this eminent scientist and lecturer, who was completely de-
voted to the Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz University, its employees and students. 
She was a righteous and noble person; who bravely expressed her views in important situa-
tions. It is a great pity that this modest, quiet, good-hearted woman, devoted to her passion 
and all her colleagues, has passed away. Professor Zofia MICHALSKA will remain in our 
memories and we will miss her sincerely. 
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MICHALSKA Z. 1973. Pasożytnicze błonkówki owadów minujących. 2. Alysiinae (Braconidae) pasożyty muchówek 

z rodzaju Cerodontha ROND. s.l., Liriomyza MIK. i Trilobomyza HD. (Agromyzidae). Bad. Fizjogr. Pol. Zach., 26: 
97-105. 

MICHALSKA Z. 1976. Owady minujące Białowieskiego Parku Narodowego. Pr. Kom. Biol., 44: 1-81. 
MICHALSKA Z. 1976. Wyniki badań nad minowcami Białowieskiego Parku Narodowego. Spraw. PTPN, 92 (za 

1974): 3-6. 
MICHALSKA Z. 1981. Badania nad fauną owadów minujących Polski północno-wschodniej. IV. Pr. Kom. Biol., 57: 69-88. 
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MICHALSKA Z. 1998. Agromyzidae (Diptera) Wielkopolskiego Parku Narodowego. Wiad. Entomol., suplement 17: 
176-177. 
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MICHALSKA Z. 1999. Miniarki z rodzaju Agromyza FALLEN, 1810 (Diptera: Agromyzidae) w Polsce. 
Dipteron, 15: 23-24. 



 Polish Journal of Entomology 79 (4)

 
350
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