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ABSTRACT: New data on the distribution of 14 rare rove-beetle species belonging to 7
subfamilies in Southern Poland are presented. The most interesting are: Omalium
septentrionis, O. strigicolle (Omaliinae), Scaphisoma inopinatum (Scaphidiinae),
Thinodromus hirticollis (Oxytelinae), and Xantholinus procerus (Staphylininae). KEY
WORDS: Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, distribution, S. Poland, new records.

Introduction

Despite the intensification of faunistic research on the beetles from the
family Staphylinidae in Poland over the last few decades, which has been
evidenced by the demonstration of a few dozen species new to the
coleopterofauna of Poland (KuBisz & KuBaAsik 2000), the data on the
distribution of many species, especially those rarely encountered, is still
insufficient. In some cases, uncertainty and time discrepancy of
information about its occurrence in Poland requires confirmation with
contemporary materials. The aim of the following paper is to provide new
data on the distribution of over a dozen, rarely encountered species of
rove beetles in Poland.
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All specimens of the discussed species were collected by the author and
contained in his collection. | would like to thank my colleague Andrzej
MELKE for the identification of a specimen of Omalium strigicolle WAKXK.

Species overview
Omaliinae

Eusphalerum alpinum (HEER, 1839)

- The Sandomierz Basin (the Niepotomicka Forest): DA44 the
Przyboréw Forestry, dept. 88, 27 V 2013, 3 exx., by a forest road
on the flowers of Anthriscus sylvestris (L.) HOFFM.

A European mountain species, quite rare in Poland, known from
the Sudetes and the Carpathian Mountains, as well as from single
localities at foothills (BuRAKOWSKI & al. 1979; SzUJECKI 1996; PASNIK
1998; WoiAas 2010). One of few mountain elements in the
coleopterofauna of the Niepotomicka Forest; new to the Sandomierz
Basin.

Omalium septentrionis C.G. THOMSON, 1857

- The Krakowsko-Czg¢stochowska Upland: Garb Tenczynski: DA04
Brzoskwinia ad Krakow, 11 X 2015, 1 ex., in pericarp of a Amanita
muscaria (L.) LAM.

A North Palaearctic species; in Poland rarely captured, recorded from
only ten localities distributed in different regions of the country; found in
rotting plant and animal remains, as well as in rodent burrows
(BURAKOWSKI & al. 1979; MELKE 1999; SMOLENSKI & SzUJECKI 2001,
KOMOSINSKI 2004; KONIECZNA & CZERNIAKOWSKI 2010). A species new
to the Krakowsko-Czestochowska Upland.

Omalium strigicolle WAaNkowicz, 1869

A widely distributed, though rarely captured, Holarctic species; from
Poland known only from the Babia Gora and the Tatra Mountains (MELKE
1999; WoJAs 2010). From the Tatras, it was recorded as Omalium
exiguum GyYLL., based on an incorrectly identified specimen (WOoJAS
2010):



NEW DATA ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF RARE ROVE-BEETLES [...] 139

- The Western Tatras: DV15 at the Smreczynski Pond, 12 VI 2007, 1
ex., collected from humid litter of a small swamp at the verge of the
pond, 1230 m AMSL, det. A. MELKE.

A species new to the Polish Tatra Mountains. Considering the above,
O. exiguum should be removed from the list of species recorded from the
Tatra Mountains.

Proteininae

Metopsia similis ZERCHE, 1998

- The Krakowsko-Cze¢stochowska Upland (Garb Tenczynski): DAO4
Brzoskwinia ad Krakow, 11 X 2015, 1 ex., in pericarp of an
Amanita muscaria (L.) LAM.

A quite rarely collected open space species, sometimes considered as
xerothermophilic; captured from rotting plant and animal remains. In
Poland recorded from nearly 20 localities distributed in different regions
of the country, predominantly in its south and central part (BURAKOWSKI
& al. 1979; KuBisz & MELKE 1994; RENNER & MESSUTAT 2007; RUTA
2007; STANIEC & ZAGAJA 2008; GuTtowskl & al. 2010). From the
Krakowsko-Czestochowska Upland, it was recorded over 100 years ago
(BURAKOWSKI & all. 1979).

Tachyporinae

Tachyporus ruficollis GRAVENHORST, 1802

- The Sandomierz Basin (the Niepotomicka Forest): DAS55 the Ispina
Forestry, 28 V 2013, 1 ex., dept. 430, in litter of a low oak-
hornbeam forest.

In Poland, a rare European species known form 12 localities distributed
mainly in the southern part of the country; it is probably associated with
nests and rodent burrows (BURAKOWSKI & al. 1980; SMOLENSKI 19964a;
SzUJECKI 1996; SCHULKE 1997; PASNIK 1998). The species new to the
Sandomierz Basin.

Tachinus marginatus (FABRICIUS, 1793)

- The Matopolska Upland (the Proszowicki Plateau): DA34 Krakow-
Bienczyce, 30 IX 2015, 1 ex., under rotting plant remains, in a ruderal
habitat of a detached houses residential area

A North Palaeartctic species; in Poland rarely collected — the majority

of information on its occurrence from the country dates back to over 100
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years ago (BUrRAKowskKl & all. 1980). The eurytopic and saprophilic
species found in rotting fungi, plant, and animals remains (BURAKOWSKI
& al. 1980). The species new to the Matopolska Upland.

Scaphidiinae
Scaphisoma inopinatum LOBL, 1967

- The Sandomierz Basin (the Niepolomicka Forest): DA44 the
Przyboréw Forestry, 27 V 2013, 2 exx., dept. 88, on pericarp of a
Laetiporus sulphureus (BuLL.) MURR., growing on a rotten oak
trunk.

A Eurosiberian species; in Poland rarely collected, known hitherto
from six localities, distributed mainly in the western and northern part of
the country (BURAKOWSKI & al. 1978; BorowsKI 2001; BOROWSKI & al.)
Ecologically, associated with arboreal fungi from forest areas (KocH
1989). The species new to the Sandomierz Basin.

Oxytelinae

Thinodromus arcuatus (STEPHENS, 1834)

- The Sandomierz Basin: DA53 Chelm ad Bochnia, 26 IV 2015, 1
ex., on a stone-clay bank of the Raba River.

A ripicol connected with feeding grounds and sand-clay banks of
flowing waters, found under stones and among detritus. Quite rare in
Poland, recorded from over a dozen localities scattered across the whole
country (BURAKOWSKI & al. 1979; STANIEC 1994; MELKE &
MACIEJEWSKI 1999; RUTA & MELKE 2002; GuTOwsSKIl & RUTA 2004;
RENNER & MESSUTAT 2007). The species new to the Sandomierz Basin.

Thinodromus hirticollis MULSANT et REY, 1878

- The Western Beskids (the Makéw Beskids): CA91 Zagorze, 9 VI
2015, 1 ex., on an uncovered, boulder-clay bank of the Skawa
River.

In Poland, a very rarely encountered ripicol characterized with a sub-
Mediterranean type of distribution, with life requirements similar to the
previous species. From the country known hitherto only from three
localities: the environs of Legnica, Pieniny, and the environs of Przemysl,
where it was reported over 70 years ago (BURAKOWSKI & al. 1979). The
species new to the Western Beskids.
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Platystethus cornutus (GRAVENHORST, 1802)

- The Matopolska Upland (the Proszowicki Plateau): DA34 Krakow-
Bienczyce, 30 IX 2015, 1 ex., under rotting plant remains at an
allotment next to a detached house.

A quite rarely encountered hygrophilous species connected mainly with
water banks, but also found far from them, among rotting plant remains —
its development undergoes at the surface soil layers rich with humus
(STANIEC 1993). The species is known from over 20 localities in the
country, distributed mainly in its northern and southeastern parts
(BURAKOWSKI & all. 1979; KuBisz & MELKE 1996; SzuJECKI 1996;
PASNIK 1998; MELKE & MACIEJEWSKI 1999; MELKE & GRzywocz 2002;
RENNER & MESSUTAT 2007; GuTowsKI & al. 2010). It was reported from
Cracow in the 19" century from Przegorzaty — a housing estate situated in
the macroregion of the Krakowska Gate, 12 km West off its current
locality. From the Matopolska Upland, it was recorded from Nieznanice
near Radomsko (BURAKOWSKI & all. 1979).

Bledius cribricollis HEER, 1839

- The Sandomierz Basin: DA53 Chelm ad Bochnia, 26 IV 2015, 1
ex., on a boulder-clay bank of the Raba River.

A species relatively rarely encountered in Poland, more common in the
east-central part of the country, preferring sunlit banks of flowing and
standing waters (BURAKOWSKI et all. 1979; SzuJecKI 1996; SMOLENSKI
1996; PASNIK 1998; STANIEC 2001). Collected together with a few
specimens of the Dyschirus digitatus DeJ. (Carabidae), which constitutes
its potential feeding base. From the Sandomierz Basin, the species
recorded from its eastern border (STANIEC 2001). The closest known
locality are the environs of Miechowo — approximately 50 km northwest
off the previous species (BURAKOWSKI et al. 1979).

Paederinae

Rugilus angustatus (GEOFFROY, 1785)

- The Sandomierz Basin: DA53 Chelm ad Bochnia, 26 IV 2015, 1
ex., during flight at the edge of a riverside water meadow

A quite rarely encountered European species, captured from humid
places under rotting plant remains; in Poland known from nearly 20
localities scattered across different regions (BURAKOWSKI & al. 1979;
STANIEC 1996, 2003; SzuJeckl 1996; KuBisz & PAwrOwski 1998,
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PASNIK 1998; Byk 2001; StABIKOWSKI 2006; RENNER & MESSUTAT
2007). The species new to the Sandomierz Basin.

Staphylininae
Xantholinus procerus ERICHSON, 1839

- The Krakowsko-Cze¢stochowska Upland: DA14 Krakow-MydIniki, 5
V 2015, 1 ex., among low ruderal vegetation at the area of a
limestone quarry, under a stone.

A species with an insufficiently studied range — known only from six
countries: Poland, Romania, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and the
European part of Russia; everywhere rarely found (LOBL & SMETANA
2004; ANLAS 2009; BorDONI 2010; MERKL & al. 2011). From Poland, it
has been recorded from 5 localities, mainly from the southern part of the
country, usually over 100 years ago; however, a part of evidence
specimens did not survive, thus its occurrence required to be confirmed
with new data (BUurRAKOwsKl & all. 1980; Pawrowskl & al. 1994).
SzUJECKI (1976) provides data on a specimen captured from Miechow,
stored in the collections of the Museum and Institute of Zoology PAN in
Warsaw. On the other hand, BORDONI (2014) provides data on one
specimen collected in 1915 by an anonymous collector (probably also in
the environs of Miechow), deposited in the Museum of Natural History in
Triesto. Moreover, in a natural science museum (Statens Naturhistoriske
Museum) in Copenhagen, a specimen with a label “Pomerania,” with no
further data, can be found (A. SOLODOVNIKOV — verbal communication).
Based on the current state of knowledge on its distribution, a northwestern
frontier of the range runs through Poland. In order to determine real
distribution range, further research is required.

Quedius cinctus (PAYKULL, 1790)

- The Matopolska Upland (The Proszowicki Plateau): DA34 Krakow-
Bienczyce, 30 IX 2015, 1 ex., under rotting plant remains, at an
allotment next to a detached house.

A West Palaearctic species, rarely encountered in the country — known
from 20 localities, with almost half of them noted 80 years ago
(BURAKOWSKI & al.1980; MAZUR 1991; STANIEC 1991; SzUJECKI 1996;
The Eurytop found under different rotting organic matter. New to the
Matopolska Upland.
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SUMMARY

New distributional records of 14 rare rove-beetle species (Staphylinidae) in Poland are
presented. The mentioned species are: Bledius cribricollis HEER, Eusphalerum alpinum
(HEER), Metopsia similis ZERCHE, Omalium septentrionis THoms., Omalium strigicolle
WANK., Platystethus cornutus (GRAV.), Quedius cinctus (PAYK.), Rugilus angustatus
(GEOFFR.), Scaphisoma inopinatum LOBL, Tachinus marginatus (FABR.), Tachyporus
ruficollis GRAV., Thinodromus arcuatus (STEPH.), Thinodromus hirticollis MuLs. et REY,
and Xantholinus procerus ER. Most species are new to the regions from where they were
recorded. The most interesting of them seems to be Xantholinus procerus — a species of a
very little known distribution all over its range.
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