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NOTATKA /NOTE

New data on the occurrence of Leiestes seminiger (GYLLENHAL, 1808)
(Coleoptera: Endomychidae) in western Poland

Nowe dane o wystgpowaniu Leiestes seminiger (GYLLENHAL, 1808) (Coleoptera: Endomychidae)
w zachodniej Polsce
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ABSTRACT. Leiestes seminiger is a very rare saproxylic beetle and is considered to be a primeval forest relict in Central
Europe. Most localities in Poland are situated to the east of the River Vistula, and the only record in western Poland
is Miedzyzdroje on Wolin Island, where a single specimen was collected 170 years ago. Two new records in western Poland
are reported: in the Zurawno nature reserve (Wielkopolska-Kujawy Lowland) and in the Las Pilczycki forest (Lower Silesia).
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Leiestes seminiger (Fig. 1) is a saproxylic beetle
associated with various trees, both deciduous and
coniferous, like beech, birch, poplar, willow, fir and
pine. It is collected on trees bearing fruiting bodies
of Piptoporus betulinus (BULL. ex FR.) P. KARST.
and Fomes fomentarius (L. ex FR.) KICKX., and often
co-occurs with ants Lasius brunneus (LATR.) (BURA-
KOWSKI et al. 1986, BOUGET et al. 2019). Numerous
specimens of L. seminiger were recently collected
in Slovakia on the fungus Mycoacia fuscoatra (FR.)
DONK growing on a white poplar Populus alba L.
(WIEZIK et al. 2015). In central Europe, L. seminiger
is a very rare species and is considered to be a primeval
forest relict (HORION 1961, ECKELT et al. 2018). On
the Polish red list of beetles, the species is placed
in the category NT (PAWLOWSKI et al. 2002).

The geographical range of L. seminiger includes
Europe from the Balkans and Italian Peninsula in the
south to the Arctic Circle in the north. The
easternmost known localities are in the Caucasus
Mts. (BURAKOWSKI et al. 1986), but it has also been
reported from Iran and Japan (LOBL & SMETANA
2007). It is more common in eastern Europe, but in
western Europe it is rarely collected. Most localities
in Poland are situated to the east of the River Vistula:
in the Biebrza National Park (GUTOWSKI et al. 20006),

Fig. 1. Leiestes seminiger in the Zurawno nature reserve, 9
1X 2020 (photo R. ORZECHOWSKI)

Ryc. 1. Leiestes seminiger na stanowisku w rezerwacie
Zurawno, 9 1X 2020 (fot. R. ORZECHOWSKI)

the Biatowieza Primeval Forest (BURAKOWSKI et al.
1986, BYK & MOKRZYCKI 2007), the Knyszyn Forest
(PLEWA et al. 2014, MARCZAK et al. 2023), the Pisz
Forest (GUTOWSKI et al. 2022), the Roztocze region
(PAPIS & MOKRZYCKI 2015), the Bieszczady Mts.
(KosiBowicz & JACHYM 2021) and the projected
Turnicki National Park (BUCHHOLZ & MELKE 2018).
It has also been recorded in the Kampinos Forest
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(MARCZAK 2020) and the Swictokrzyskie Mits.
(MOKRZYCKI 2011, BUCHHOLZ et al. 2021). There
is one historical record from Dabrowa Gornicza in
Upper Silesia (STEFEK 1939), and its presence in this
region was recently confirmed by the late H. SzZOt-
TYS, who collected a single specimen in Stare Tarno-
wice (UTM: CA48, 30 IV 2016, coll. Upper Silesian
Museum, Bytom). The only locality in western Poland
is Miedzyzdroje on Wolin Island, where a single
specimen was collected from under the bark of an old
beech tree 170 years ago (HABELMANN 1854).

Two recent findings in western Poland are
reported below.

Wielkopolska-Kujawy Lowland: VT93 Zurawno
nature reserve, Nowa Rola ad Lubsko, 9 IX 2020, >10
exx. under the bark of a log, obs. R. ORZECHOWSKI.

Lower Silesia: XS37 Wroctaw, Las Pilczycki
forest, 7 VI 2023, 2 exx., 29 V12023, 1 ex., 5 111 2024,
1 ex., in a hollow of a horse chestnut Aesculus hippo-
castanum L. (Fig. 2), together with Allecula morio
(FABRICIUS, 1787), Paromalus flavicornis (HERBST,
1791), Quedius sp., Scaphisoma boleti (PANZER,
1793), Scydmaenus hellwigi (HERBST, 1792) and
Trinodes hirtus (FABRICIUS, 1781), leg. D. BANACH
and R. RUTA.

Fig. 2. A hollow horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum
in the Las Pilczycki forest in Wroctaw, a microhabitat
of L. seminiger, 29 VI 2023 (photo R. RUTA)

Ryec. 2. Dziuplasty kasztanowiec Aesculus hippocastanum
w Lesie Pilczyckim we Wroctawiu, mikrosrodowisko
L. seminiger, 29 VI 2023 (fot. R. RUTA)

Both these sites are isolated from other known
localities of this species in Poland. Localities in
eastern Germany (Saxony), where the species was

recorded in the vicinity of Dresden, are situated
closer (LORENZ 2007).

This is the first record of Leiestes seminiger in
Wroctaw, despite extensive studies on the beetles of
the city, carried out mostly by German entomologists
in the second half of the nineteenth century and the
first half of the twentieth. This suggests that this
locality is either a newly established one or that the
species was previously not detected owing to its
distinctive habitat preferences and low population
density.

Prostomis  mandibularis (FABRICIUS, 1801),
another relict of natural forests, was also recorded in
the Zurawno nature reserve (JERMACZEK et al. 2002).
The presence of such species in this locality suggests
that it is a naturally valuable area of forest with a long
ecological continuity.
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